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Istanbul is the largest city in Turkey, constituting the country's economic, cultural, and historical heart. With
a population over 15 million, it is home to 18% of the population of Turkey. Istanbul is among the largest
cities in Europe and in the world by population. It is a city on two continents; about two-thirds of its
population live in Europe and the rest in Asia. Istanbul straddles the Bosphorus—one of the world's busiest
waterways—in northwestern Turkey, between the Sea of Marmara and the Black Sea. Its area of 5,461
square kilometers (2,109 sq mi) is coterminous with Istanbul Province.

The city now known as Istanbul developed to become one of the most significant cities in history. Byzantium
was founded on the Sarayburnu promontory by Greek colonists, potentially in the seventh century BC. Over
nearly 16 centuries following its reestablishment as Constantinople in 330 AD, it served as the capital of four
empires: the Roman Empire (330–395), the Byzantine Empire (395–1204 and 1261–1453), the Latin Empire
(1204–1261), and the Ottoman Empire (1453–1922). It was instrumental in the advancement of Christianity
during Roman and Byzantine times, before the Ottomans conquered the city in 1453 and transformed it into
an Islamic stronghold and the seat of the last caliphate. Although the Republic of Turkey established its
capital in Ankara, palaces and imperial mosques still line Istanbul's hills as visible reminders of the city's
previous central role. The historic centre of Istanbul is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Istanbul's strategic position along the historic Silk Road, rail networks to Europe and West Asia, and the only
sea route between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean have helped foster an eclectic populace, although less
so since the establishment of the Republic in 1923. Overlooked for the new capital during the interwar
period, the city has since regained much of its prominence. The population of the city has increased tenfold
since the 1950s, as migrants from across Anatolia have flocked to the metropolis and city limits have
expanded to accommodate them. Most Turkish citizens in Istanbul are ethnic Turks, while ethnic Kurds are
the largest ethnic minority. Arts festivals were established at the end of the 20th century, while infrastructure
improvements have produced a complex transportation network.

Considered an alpha global city, Istanbul accounts for about thirty percent of Turkey's economy. Istanbul-
?zmit area is one of the main industrial regions in Turkey. In 2024, Euromonitor International ranked
Istanbul as the second most visited city in the world. Istanbul is home to two international airports, multiple
ports, and numerous universities. It is among the top 100 science and technology clusters in the world. The
city hosts a large part of Turkish football and sports in general, with clubs such as Galatasaray, Fenerbahçe
and Be?ikta?. Istanbul is vulnerable to earthquakes as it is in close proximity to the North Anatolian Fault.

Waste management in Turkey

Meclisi. Retrieved 10 March 2015. &quot;Çevre Kanunu no.2872&quot; (PDF). Mevzuat Geli?tirme ve
Yay?n Genel Müdürlü?ü. 1983. p. 5913. Retrieved 10 March 2015. &quot;National

Turkey generates about 30 million tons of solid municipal waste per year; the annual amount of waste
generated per capita amounts to about 400 kilograms. According to Waste Atlas, Turkey's waste collection
coverage rate is 77%, whereas its unsound waste disposal rate is 69%. While the country has a strong legal
framework in terms of laying down common provisions for waste management, the implementation process
has been considered slow since the beginning of 1990s.
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